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Has science killed God? Has science—in either its findings or methodology—shown that God 
does not exist or made belief in God irrational? Many people think so. But what does the 
evidence show? In this class, we will explore the relationship between science and religion with 
the tools of philosophy. Key questions will include: Does science show belief in God to be 
irrational? Is there scientific evidence for or against the existence of God? Why is there suffering 
if God is perfectly loving? Is belief in God explained by neuroscience? Is evolution compatible 
with the Christian doctrine of creation and human uniqueness? Does neuroscience rule out the 
existence of the soul, free will, and the afterlife? 
	
 
Course Information:   
 

Instructor:  Brandon Rickabaugh 
Office:  TBD 
Phone:  TBD 
Email: brandon_rickabaugh@baylor.edu 
Office Hours:  Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:30-12:00), & by appt.   

 
Course Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, successful students will 
demonstrate competent understanding of the following:   
 

• The basic methods of philosophical inquiry (i.e., critical thinking, argumentative writing, 
conceptual analysis)  

• Historically important models of faith, reason and their relationship 
• The basic arguments for and against the three main models for relating faith and reason 

(Independence, Warfare, and Harmony)  
• Detailed understanding of select test cases for each model (e.g., the problem of evil, 

the sufficiency of naturalism, cosmological and teleological arguments). 
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FAS Course Objectives: As a FAS (Freshman Academic Seminar) 
this course is designated a New Student Experience (NSE). This means the course 
has objectives over and above those just listed. The second set of objectives aims 

to help freshmen transition to college life. The NSE curriculum will be integrated 
into the content of this course and will factor into students’ participation grade (see below). 
Students will be asked to meet outside of class with the instructor and with the Peer Leader, and 
to connect with the larger Baylor community.   
 
Required Reading: (Books available at the Baylor bookstore.)  
 
• J. P. Moreland, Chad Meister, and Khaldoun Sweis (Eds.), Debating Christian Theism 

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013). ISBN: 0199755434 
 
Additional Readings are available on Canvas [link].   
 
Recommended Online Sources 

• Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy 
• Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 

 
Course Requirements:   
 

1. Attendance.  The Baylor Student Handbook requires students to attend 75% of class 
meetings to receive credit for a course, whether or not absences are excused.  

 
2. Discussion.  Discussion is an integral part of philosophical inquiry. Therefore, each class 

will have a discussion section on the reading for that day. All students are expected to 
participate.  

 
3. 1 Minute Paper. These assignments (2 sentences) are done at the end of every class. I 

will use these to take attendance.   
 

4. Papers.  Four papers of roughly 1500 words each; topics will be assigned, and 
instructions provided. See the course calendar below for the schedule. These papers 
test the depth of student comprehension.   

 
5. Exams: Two exams will consist of multiple choice, true/false, short-answer and short 

essay questions. They are not cumulative. Exam 1 will cover material up to that point. 
and Exam 2 will cover material from week 7 to the end of the semester. A review guide 
will be distributed to students one week prior to each exam. 

 
 
Grading:   
 

Weight. The four papers are each worth 25 points; the two exams are each worth 100 
points. So, there are 200 points total. Your unadjusted final grade is the percentage of 
these points earned.   
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Participation.  Completion of the NSE Curriculum (separate handout) will earn students 
up to 5 points (or 1%) of the final grade.  Your adjusted final grade is the percentage of 
total points earned, plus participation adjustment.   
 
Scale.  Grades will be assigned on the following scale, rounding to the nearest 10th of a 
point.   

 
A+ 97.5-100 
A 92.5-97.4 
A- 90-92.4 
B+ 87.5-89.9 
B 82.5-87.4 
B- 80-82.4 
C+ 77.5-79.9 

C 72.5-77.4 
C- 70-72.4 
D+ 67.5-69.9 
D 62.5-67.4 
D- 60-62.4 
F 0-59.9 

 
Classroom Policies:   
 

• Accommodations.  I will respect any requests for learning accommodation made 
through Baylor’s Office of Access and Learning Accommodation.   

 
• Punctuality.  We have a lot to cover, and late arrivals are a distraction to everyone.  Out 

of respect for your classmates, please arrive on time.  Three late arrivals will be treated 
as an absence.   
 

• Preparation.  Bring a hard copy of assigned readings to class, having read and digested 
them.  Philosophy reading is not like other disciplines.  Read for definitions, illustrations, 
arguments, distinctions, objections, counter-examples, rebuttals.     

 
• Integrity.  The Baylor Honor code protects the integrity of a Baylor degree.  All violations 

will be taken with the utmost seriousness.  Plagiarism will result in a zero on any 
assignment in which it occurs, and will be referred to the Honor Council for further 
disciplinary action.  If you have any questions about plagiarism and academic integrity, 
study the definition of dishonorable conduct in the Baylor University Student Honor 
Code.  

 
• To ensure a climate of mutual trust and integrity students will be asked to submit 

written work through our Canvass site, which will subject papers to a Turnitin.com 
review.   

 
• Respect.  The course will be highly discussion oriented.  Productive philosophical 

discussion thrives in an environment of mutual respect.  We will cultivate a habit of 
listening to one another carefully, asking questions to make sure we understand one 
another, and questioning one another’s ideas (not character of intelligence).   

 
• No Electronics.  In my experience, electronics in the classroom are nothing but a 

distraction.  Fortunately, nothing we do in this class requires them.  Unless you receive 
special permission, you’ll have to read actual books and take notes the old-fashioned 
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way.  There is NO proper use of cell phones during class.  Please turn them off and put 
them away.   

 
• No Late Work.  No late work will be accepted without prior permission; permission will 

be granted only for truly extraordinary circumstances (e.g., hospitalization, 
incarceration, alien abduction, etc.).   

 
• Initiative.  Philosophy is new for most college students.  Philosophical inquiry can be 

personally challenging on many levels.  If you need help, seek it early and often.  The TA 
and I will work tirelessly to help those who seek our aid. 

 
 
Course Calendar:  What follows is a schedule of topics, readings, and assignments.  The 
schedule is subject to change. 
 

 
DATE 

 
SUBJECT 

 
READING 

PAPERS, 
EXAMS, 
ETC. 

08/22 
08/23 

Introduction 
Philosophy of 
Science 

No Reading 
Ratzsch, “Nature and Science” (available on Canvas)  

08/28 
08/30 Philosophy of Science Ratzsch, “The Religious Roots of Science” (Canvas) 

Ratzsch, “The Alleged Demise of Religion” (Canvas)  

09/04 
09/06 

Science and Christian 
Faith 
 

Baggini, “Science is at Odds with Christianity”  
Ward, “Science is not at Odds with Christianity”   

09/11 
09/13 The Existence of God Craig, “The Kalam Argument”  

Morriston, “Doubts About the Kalam Argument”   

09/1
8 
09/20 

The Existence of God 
Collins, “The Fine-Tuning Evidence is Convincing”  
Stenger, “The Universe Shows No Evidence for 
Design”  

 
Paper 1 

09/25 
09/27 The Existence of God Moreland, “Argument from Consciousness” 

Oppy, “Consciousness, Theism, and Naturalism”  

10/02 
10/04 The Existence of God Lewis, Section from On Miracles (Canvas) 

Buras, “On the Failures of Naturalism” (Canvas)  

10/09 
10/11 

The Existence of God 
 

Gale, “Evil as Evidence Against God” 
Meister, “God and Evil” 

 
Paper 2 

10/16 
10/18 

Review Session 
Exam 1 Come to class with questions  

Exam 1 

10/23 
10/25 

The Nature of Human 
Beings 
 

Smart, “Sensations and Brain Processes” (Canvas) 
Chalmers, “Property Dualism”  

10/30 
11/01 

The Nature of Human 
Beings 
 

Corcoran, “Human Persons are Material Only” 
Goetz, “Human Persons are Material and Immaterial 
(Body and Soul)” 

 

11/06 
11/08 

The Nature of Human 
Beings 

Moreland, “Christianity, Neuroscience, and Dualism” 
(Canvas) 

 
Paper 3 
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11/13 
11/15 Free Will 

d’Holbach, “We Are Completely Determined” (available 
on Canvas) 
van Inwagen, “The Powers of Rational Being: Freedom 
of the Will” (Canvas) 

 

11/20 
11/22 
  

Free Will 
No Class 
Thanksgiving 

Frankfurt, “Human Freedom and the Concept of a 
Person” (Canvas)  

11/27 
11/29 

Free Will 
Review Session 

Chisholm, “Human Freedom and the Self” (Canvas) 
Come to class with questions 

 
Paper 4 

TDB Exam 2  Exam 2 
 


